
 

 

YUKI KIHARA  

b. 1975, Sāmoa  

Lives  and works in Sāmoa   
 

Education  

 

1990s   Studied Fashion Design, Wellington Polytechnic ( now Massey University )  

 

Selected Solo Exhibitions  

 

202 6  Salome: An Angel of History, New Zealand Portraiture Gallery Te Pūkenga  

Whakaata, Wellington, New Zealand  

2025  Gauguin and Kihara: First Impressions, Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen, 

Denmark  

Darwin in Paradise Camp, The Whitworth, University of Manchester,  

Manchester, England  

Darwin in Paradise Camp, Sainsbury Centre, Norwich, England  

Darwin in Paradise Camp, Wereldmuseum Leiden, Netherlands  

Tala o le Tau, Gus Fisher Gallery, Auckland, New Zealand  

Presence in Absence, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

Moments of Presence, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2023   サ-モアのうた (Sāmoa no Uta) A Song About Sāmoa -  Taiheiyō (Pacific) ,  

Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

Aotea'ula, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2022   Only Time Will Tell,  Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New                

Zealand  

2021  Fa’afafine –  In the Manner of a Woman, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New                

Zealand  

2020   サ-モアのうた (Sāmoa no Uta) A Song About Sāmoa -  Fanua (Land)  

                                     Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2018  Te Taenga Mai o Salome, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2017  Coconuts That Grew From Concrete, ArtSpace, Auckland, New Zealand  

2016  Invocation, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand   

2015  A Study of a Samoan Savage, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

  A Study of a Samoan Savage, Te Uru , Auckland, New Zealand  

2014   Shigeyuki Kihara: Culture for Sale, City Gallery Wellington , Wellington,  

New Zealand  

  Velvet Dreams, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2013  Where do we come from? What are we? Where are we going? , Milford  

Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand   

  Vavau: Tales from Ancient Sāmoa, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

200 8-09 Shigeyuki Kihara: Living Photographs, The Metropolitan Museum of Art,  

Manhattan, New York, USA  

2001   Teuanoa’I Adorn to Excess, Te  Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, New Zealand  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massey_University
https://citygallery.org.nz/


 

 

Selected Group Exhibitions  

 

202 7  Stratified Languages, National Museum of Art,  Osaka,  Japan 

2026  Rising Voices: Contemporary Art from Asia, Australia and the Pacific, 

Victoria & Albert Museum, London, England  

Worlds within Worlds:  Baroque Traditions, Contemporary Visions,  

Queensland Art Gallery | Gallery of Modern Art , Brisbane,  Australia  

Picture Perfect: Beauty through a contemporary lens, Bozar Centre for Fine  

Arts, Brussels, Belgium.  

Spectrosynthesis Seoul, Art Sonje Centre , Seoul,  South Korea  

A Kind of Paradise: Colonial-Era Photography in Contemporary Art, 

Museum Rietberg, Zürich, Switzerland  

Taking Back Our Space: Photographic Perspectives, The Museum of  

Modern Art, New York, USA  

Sovereign Stitches + Wild Weaves, McCord Stewart Museum , Montreal,  

Canada  

Family Album: Queer Aotearoa, Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki  

Auckland, New Zealand  

The Lost Garden, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

Floating Worlds, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

The Whakatipu Chronicle, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2025  In That Stone, In That Cyclone, In That Leaf, Gow Langsford Gallery , Auckland, 

New Zealand.  

                                     CAMP, Ota Fine Arts, Tokyo, Japan.  

                                     Monochrome, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Illumination, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Taonga, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Aotearoa Art Fair, Milford  Gal leries, Auckland , New Zealand  

                                   Bloom, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2024  Dummies & Doppelgängers, Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna O Waiwhetu, 

Christchurch, New Zealand  

                                    Rhythms, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Solstice, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Neo 1, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Terrain, Milford  Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Chosen, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    Kawarau 3, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    The Whakatipu Chronicle, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2023  14th Gwangju Biennale: soft and weak like water, Gwangju, South Korea  

                               Important Works, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                    The Royal Queenstown Easter  Show , Queenstown, New Zealand  

                                    Studio 9A, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

                                 Summer Show, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2022  Paradise Camp, curated by Natalie King , Venice Biennale, Aotearoa New 

Zealand pavilion presentation, Venice, Italy  

Aotearoa Art Fair, Milford Galleries, Auckland, New Zealand  

Still Alive,  The Aichi Triennale , Nagoya, Japan  

https://paradisecamp.ws/nzatvenice/


 

 

Paul Gaugin: Why Are You Angry?  Alte Nationalgalerie, Berlin, Germany  

Masterworks, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2021 New Works, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zeala nd 

Studio 9A,  Milford  Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

T he New Salon, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealan d 

The Earl Street Journal, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

The Whakatipu Chronicle, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2020  Flora, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2019 Askew, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2018  Beyond Bliss, Bangkok Art Biennale , Bangkok, Thailand  

Southern Gothic, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

T he Arrow, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zeal and 

W underkammer, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2017  Project Banaba, with Katerina Teaiwa, Carriageworks, Sydney , Australia  

                                  Honolulu Biennial: Middle of Now/Here, Honolulu, Hawai'i, USA  

                                 The Gendered Lens, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2016  Aurora, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2015 Them and Us, artistic co -director with Jochen Roller, Sophiensaele, Berlin,  

Germany  

The Asia Pacific Triennial , Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern   

Art, Brisbane, Australia  

2014  Daegu Photo Biennale, Daegu , Korea  

                                    Significant Works, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2013 Sakahàn: International Indigenous Art, National Gallery of Canada , Ottawa, 

Canada  

                                   Parallel, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2009                        The Auckland Triennial, Auckland, New Zealand  

2012                         New and Recent Works, Milford Galleries, Dunedin, New Zealand  

2002  The Asia Pacific Triennial, Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern 

Art, Brisbane, Australia   

1999 Hand in Hand , curated with Jenny Fraser, Boomalli Aboriginal Arts   

Collective and  Performance Space, Sydney Mardi Gras, Sydney , Australia  

 

Selected Awards  and Grants  

 

2017-22 Research Fellow, National Museum of World Cultures, Netherlands  

2021 Arts Foundation of New Zealand Te Tumu Toi: Arts Laureate  

2012 Wallace Arts Trust: Paramount Award  

                                    New Generation Award from The Arts Foundation.  

2003  Creative New Zealand: Emerging Pacific Artist Award  

 

Selected Public Collections  

 

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, California, USA  

Museum of Modern Art, Manhattan, New York, USA  

Metropolitan Museum of Art, Manhattan, New York, USA  

Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, USA  

https://sophiensaele.com/en/stueck/jochen-roller-yuki-kihara-them-and-us


 

 

Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Utah, USA  

Vicki Myhren Gallery, University of Denver, Colorado, USA   

Allen Memorial Art Museum, Oberlin College, Ohio, USA  

Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan  

Sunpride Foundation, Hong Kong   

Ryerson Image Centre, Toronto, Ontario, Canada  

Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen, Denmark  

Nationaal Museum van Wereldculturen National Museum of World Cultures, The 

Netherlands  

The British Museum, London, UK  

National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh, Scotland   

University of Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge , UK                   

Jean Marie Tjibaou Cultural Centre, Noumea, New Caledonia  

Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia  

Chau Chak Wing Museum, Gadigal lands Sydney, Australia   

Powerhouse Museum, Sydney, Australia  

Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane,  A ustralia                                                       

Sherman Contemporary Art Foundation, Australia                                   

New Zealand Maritime Museum Hui Te Ananui a Tangaroa, Auckland, NZ  

Te Papa Tongarewa Museum of New Zealand, Wellington, NZ  

Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira, Auckland, NZ                                

Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, NZ                                            

Waikato Museum Te Whare Taonga o Waikato, NZ      

Gus Fisher Gallery, University of Auckland, NZ          

Massey University, Wellington, NZ  

Govett Brewster Art Gallery, New Plymouth,  NZ                                                      

Hocken Collections, University of Otago, Dunedin, NZ  

Waikato University, Waikato, NZ    

T he Arts  House  Trust, NZ     

Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu, Christchurch, NZ  

University of Canterbury, Christchurch, NZ  

Aigantighe Art Gallery, Timaru, NZ  

Pātaka Art + Museum, Wellington, NZ  

Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira, NZ   

 

 

 


